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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  BRAINTREE  RURAL 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the  health,  vital 
statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

On  22nd  September  1969  Dr.  Rainsford  retired  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  I welcome  this  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  the 
appreciation  that  is  felt  in  the  area  of  his  services  towards  improving  the 
health  of  the  community. 

1 wish  to  thank  Dr.  J.  A.  Slattery,  Area  Medical  Officer,  Mid -Essex, 
for  providing  statistics  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Essex  County 
Council  Clinics  in  the  area. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  is 
25,120,  an  increase  of  350  over  1968. 

The  number  of  live  births  recorded  was  408  giving  a corrected  birth 
rate  of  16.8  per  1,000  population  which  is  above  the  national  average 
of  16.3  and  above  last  year’s  figure  of  15.8. 

The  corrected  death  rate  is  10.0,  below  the  national  figure  of  1 1.9. 

There  were  7 infant  deaths  in  the  area  with  an  infant  mortality  rate 
of  17.0,  which  is  below  last  year’s  figure  of  21 .0  and  below  the  national 
average  of  18.0. 

Of  the  7 infant  deaths  in  the  area  one  was  due  to  congenital 
abnormality  with  associated  prematurity,  one  to  bronchopneumonia 
with  associated  prematurity,  one  to  fibroelastosis,  one  to  bilateral 
atelectasis,  one  to  bilateral  bronchopneumonia  and  two  to  prematurity. 

The  commonest  cause  of  death  in  the  area  was  coronary  heart 
disease.  There  were  58  deaths  from  this  condition  in  1969.  Fortunately 
not  always  fatal,  coronary  heart  disease  frequently  affects  in  the  prime 
of  life  the  father  and  breadwinner  of  the  family.  Its  prevention  is 
associated  with  simple  factors  we  frequently  reject  as  boring  trite  or 
distasteful  and  they  include  the  need  for  regular  physical  exercise, 
correct  diet,  avoidance  of  cigarette  smoking  and  also  of  frequent  mental 
anxiety  and  tension.  If  heart  attacks  in  middle  life  are  to  be  prevented 
choosing  a particular  way  of  life  is  all  important. 

Cigarette  smoking  is  the  most  important  threat  to  health  and  to  life 
that  exists  today.  Lung  cancer  kills  thirteen  times  more  smokers  than 
non-smokers,  and  coronary  heart  disease  twice  as  many  smokers  as 
non-smokers.  Chronic  bronchitis  kills  twelve  times  and  emphysema 
fifteen  times  more  smokers  than  non-smokers.  Cancer  of  the  throat  and 
larynx  causes  the  death  of  nine  times  and  cancer  of  the  mouth  three 
times  as  many  cigarette  smokers  as  non-smokers. 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  and  its  Prevention 

Measles  was  the  commonest  cause  of  notification  of  infectious 
disease  in  1969  and  there  were  133  cases  notified.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
measles  vaccination  will  soon  eradicate  this  disease  which  can  have 
serious  complications.  In  1969,  5 cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  in 
the  area. 

Staff  Medical  Examinations 

These  have  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  your  Medical  Officer. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47 

Action  was  taken  in  one  case  in  1969. 

Environmental  Hygiene 

A full  report  on  environmental  hygiene  has  been  compiled  by  your 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  has  reported  on  the  good  progress 
made  in  the  area  regarding  sewage  disposal  and  treatment.  The  total 
lack  of  main  drainage,  however,  in  a few  parts  of  the  Rural  District, 
such  as  Blackmore  End,  Fairstead  and  Jaspers  Green  is  a matter  that 
still  needs  to  be  remedied. 

My  visits  to  elderly  residents  living  alone,  sometimes  in  remote 
villages  in  the  area,  have  emphasised  to  me  the  need  for  increased  help 
for  this  section  of  the  community,  which  has  expanded  so  greatly 
during  recent  decades.  Services  for  elderly  people  are  mainly  available 
from  Monday  to  Friday.  Those  who  live  alone  often  have  few  human 
contacts  from  Friday  evening  until  Monday  morning.  In  the  event  of  a 
fall  or  other  accident  a visit  by  neighbours  or  others  at  the  week-end 
could  be  a life-saving  act. 

Mr.  Organ  has  referred  to  the  Council’s  acquisition  of  the  Shalford 
refuse  tip  and  to  the  pooling  of  effort  between  its  officers  and  those  of 
Witham  Urban  District  Council  in  investigating  systems  of  mechanical 
refuse  disposal. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mr.  Organ  and 
the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  efficiency  and^ 
co-operation  and  my  gratitude  to  other  Officers  for  their  support. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ELIZABETH  J.  VAUGHAN 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  59,234 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)  25,1 20 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  8,219 

Rateable  value  £774,372 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £3,167 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

386 

200 

186 

Illegitimate 

22 

11 

11 

Total  live  births 

408 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  1.04 
Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population 


16.2 

5.0 

16.8 

16.3 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

3 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Rate  per  1,000  total  births  England  and  Wales 
Total  live  and  still  births  - 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  - 

Total 

Legitimate  6 

Illegitimate  1 

Total  infant  deaths  7 


Male  Female 
3 


7.0 

13.0 

411 


Male  .Female 

3 3 

1 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  17.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  16.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  45.0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)  12.0 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births)10.0 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  17.0 

Infantile  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  live  births  18.0 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 


Number  of  deaths  Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  Nil. 

DEATHS 

Total  Male  Female 

272  156  116 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  10.8 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.93  10.0 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  England  and  Wales  11.9 


All  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  given 
by  the  Registrar  General. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1969 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  sixty-five  headings  based  on  the 
International  Abbreviated  List  1968.  Only  those  cause  headings  with  deaths 
allocated  to  them  are  shown,  headings  with  no  deaths  allocated  to  them  are 
omitted. 


Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 

Male 

1 

Female 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc. 

— 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

5 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

5 

— 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

3 

10 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

2 

3 

Diabetes  mellitus 

1 

3 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc. 

3 

— 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

— 

4 

Hypertensive  disease 

3 

2 

Ishaemic  heart  disease 

35 

23 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

9 

6 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

21 

14 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

6 

8 

Influenza 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

15 

9 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

16 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

— 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

1 

— 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

— 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

— 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

— 

1 

Congenital  anomalies 

1 

1 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

2 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

1 

_ 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

All  other  accidents 

3 

2 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

3 

- 

Total  All  Causes 

156 

116 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICE 

(a)  Under  the  control  of  the  Essex  County  Council:  — 

(i)  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  at  the  following  Centres  during  the 
year:  — 


COGGESHALL 
St.  Peter’s  Room 
School  Clinic 

CRESSING 

Mission  Hall,  Tye  Green 

GREAT  BARDFIELD 
Town  Hall 

TERLING 

The  New  Village  HaU 


1st  & 3rd  Tuesday  2 p.m. 
2nd  Monday  10  a.m. 


1st  Monday  2 p.m. 

1st  Monday  2 p.m. 

1st  Tuesday  2p.m. 


HATFIELD  PEVEREL 

Church  Hall,  Maldon  Road  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  2 p.m. 


KELVEDON 
St.  Mary’s  Hall 

WETHERSFIELD 
Village  Hall 


2nd  & 4th  Friday  2.30  p.m. 
3rd  Monday  2.15  p.m. 


Attendances 

762 

44 


244 

227 

258 

474 

807 

349 


(ii)  Home  Help  Service:- 

This  useful  service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Health  Office,  75, 
Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford. 

(iii)  Ambulance  Service: - 

The  Rural  District  of  Braintree  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Station, 
Braintree  and  Witham. 

(iv)  Laboratory  Services: - 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory  service  which  includes  the 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water  samples,  the  chemical 
analysis  of  sewage  effluents,  the  bacteriological  examination  of  ice  cream, 
and  the  examination  of  other  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These 
examinations  are  carried  out  by  either  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  Gray’s  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.I.,  or  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital,  New  London  Road, 
Chelmsford. 

(b)  Under  the  control  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital 
Board: - 

(i)  Chest  Clinics:  — 

These  are  held  twice  weekly  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital,  Braintree 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Diseases 

Total  Notified 

Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

5 

1 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

123 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

2 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Non-pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

133 

3 

1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 
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Totals 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1969 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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New  Cases  Deaths 

>s 

c 

o 

M 

U.  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

D 

O. 

1 

c 

o 

2 

^ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Pulmonary 

tu  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 
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Non-pulmonary 
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1 

S 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Pulmonary 

b 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

S lllllllllll^l^l 

(N 

Age  Periods 

Under  1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

3 „ 

4 „ 

5 - 9 „ 

10-14  „ 

15-19  „ 

20-24  „ 

25  - 34  „ 

35  -44  „ 

45  -54  „ 

55  - 64  „ 

65  & over 

Age  unknown 

Totals 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Primary  Courses 

By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County 
Staff 

Totals 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis 
and  Tetanus 

114 

137 

251 

Diphtheria  & Tetanus 

7 

18 

25 

Diphtheria 

— 

2 

2 

Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

7 

15 

22 

Poliomyelitis 

99 

136 

235 

Smallpox 

191 

— 

191 

B.C.G. 

— 

67 

67 

Measles 

84 

37 

121 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis 
and  Tetanus 

93 

54 

147 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

64 

212 

276 

Diphtheria 

1 

12 

13 

Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

36 

8 

44 

Poliomyelitis 

111 

222 

333 

Smallpox 

32 

— 

32 

B.C.G. 

— 

— 

— 
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Public  Health  Offices, 
St.  Peter’s  Close, 
Bocking, 
Braintree. 


MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


August,  1970. 


1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  and 
Housing  Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1969.  It 
follows  the  usual  pattern  and  as  much  of  the  work  as  possible  is  covered 
by  text  or  in  tabular  form. 

Apart  from  normal  routine  work,  which  is  maintained  as  far  as 
possible,  problems  brought  about  by  varying  factors  continue  to  arise 
and  the  tempo  of  the  work  appears  to  increase,  but  on  the  whole  it  was 
an  uneventful  year,  and  there  is  little  out  of  the  ordinary  to  comment 
upon. 

Negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  land  at  Shalford  for  tipping  of 
refuse  had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  in  the 
meantime,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  fact  that  these  negotiations  could 
break  down,  the  possibility  of  joint  disposal  with  one  or  more  adjoining 
Authorities  was  kept  actively  in  mind.  In  particular  I refer  to  the  closest 
co-operation  which  took  place  between  your  Officers  and  those  of  the 
Witham  LI.D.C.  in  relation  to  the  possibility  of  that  Authority 
embarking  on  a project  to  dispose  of  refuse  by  mechanical  means,  and 
which  could  be  of  particular  interest  to  this  Council  so  far  as  the 
Southern  part  of  the  District  is  concerned,  at  least.  Joint  visits  were 
paid  to  a number  of  plants  of  differing  design  during  the  year  and  much 
useful  information  obtained. 

1 am  appalled  at  the  large  quantities  of  domestic  refuse  which  are 
being  deposited  in  ditches,  pond  holes  and  various  other  places  in  ever 
increasing  quantities,  often,  I am  sure,  from  points  well  outside  the 
Rural  District.  Why  this  should  be  necessary  I fail  to  understand  since 
most  Authorities  now  have  adequate  arrangements  for  the  collection  of 
articles  which  cannot  normally  be  placed  in  the  dustbin,  direct  from 
householders,  and  facilities  can  also  be  made  available  for  the  disposal 
of  trade  refuse.  It  is  obvious  that  if  the  countryside  is  to  be  kept  clean 
and  tidy  much  more  time  and  money  will  have  to  be  spent  in  clearing 
these  unsightly  deposits. 

1969  saw  the  coming  into  operation  of  still  another  Housing  Act, 
designed  to  further  encourage  the  improvement  of  existing  dwellings  by 
increasing  the  amount  of  grant  available  and,  for  the  first  time,  making 
it  possible  for  Councils  to  make  grants  towards  the  cost  of  certain 
essential  repairs. 

Finally,  I would  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  all  other 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year; 
to  members  of  the  Council  for  their  support;  and  particularly  to  the 
staff  of  my  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
they  have  carried  out  their  various  duties. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant 

C.  ORGAN 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER 

Negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  the  whole  of  the  Council’s  Water  Undertaking 
by  the  Colchester  Water  Board  were  finally  completed  and  all  the  works, 
pipelines,  etc.  were  taken  over  from  the  1st  April,  1969. 

Consequently,  this  part  of  the  report  will  differ  from  that  of  previous  years, 
since,  firstly,  all  figures  now  supplied  are  to  the  31st  March,  1970,  and  not  the 
end  of  1969  and  secondly,  some  of  the  information  previously  given  for  this 
District  is  not  now  available  separately. 

It  would  appear  that  the  Public  Supplies  throughout  the  District  continue  to 
remain  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity  although  the  embargo  on  the  use 
of  hosepipes  for  gardens  and  car  washing  remained. 

Routine  sampling  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  were  carried  out  at 
regular  intervals  both  by  the  Board  and  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Department 
and  typical  analyses  are  given.  86  samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the  Council’s 
Officers  during  the  year. 

All  main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to  chlorination;  gaseous  at 
Petches  Bridge  and  hypochlorite  solution  at  Coggeshall  and  Terling. 

The  length  of  new  mains  laid  and  the  number  of  new  connections  provided  are 
not  available  separately  for  the  Rural  District. 

Details  of  the  functioning  of  the  various  works  in  the  District  are  given  below. 

Petches  Bridge  Waterworks 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  1969/1970 
Daily  average  pumped  1969/1970 

Analyst's  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction  and 
free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  very  hard  in 
character  but  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution.  The 
water  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 

These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  ^pply 
purposes.  Its  hardness  will  be  disadvantageous  for  uses  with  soap. 

Fluoride  content  in  milligrams  per  litre  (p.pjn.)  1.0. 

Coggeshall  Waterworks 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  1969/1970 
Daily  average  pumped  1969/1970 

Analyst's  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a reaction  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of 
iron.  'Fhe  hardness  of  the  water  is  very  moderate;  its  somewhat  high  content  of 
mineral  and  saline  constituents  is  not  considered  excessive  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes.  The  water  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic 
quality. 

These  results  are  substantially  normal  for  this  source.  They  indicate  a pure  and 
wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  uses.  The  content  of  fluoride 
- 4.0  p.p.m.  — is  however  higher  than  considered  most  desirable  (from  the  aspect 
of  causing  mottled  enamel). 


35,322,000 

97,000 


154,981,000 

425,000 
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Terling  Waterworks  (Spring) 


Number  of  gallons  pumped  1969/1970 
Daily  average  pumped  1969/1970 


33,558,000 

92,000 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from 
metals.  The  water  is  exceedingly  hard  in  character  but  otherwise  contains  no 
excess  of  mineral  or  .saline  constituents  in  solution.  It  conforms  to  the  highest 
standard  of  organic  quality. 

These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply 
purposes,  from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis.  Its  high  hardness  will  however 
be  disadvantageous  for  uses  with  soap. 

Fluoride  content;  - 0.15  p.p.m. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  quantities  of  water  pumped  a 
considerable  quantity  was  also  supplied  in  bulk  from  outside  the  District.  The 
exact  amount  of  this  to  the  Rural  District  is  not  available  as  a separate  figure. 

The  two  public  shallow  wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and  Ost  End,  Finchingfield, 
remain  in  use  but  only  on  a very  minimal  basis. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

This  has  been  a year  of  some  progress  in  the  provision  of  new  schemes  for  the 
Disposal  and  Treatment  of  Sewage  within  the  District. 

Work  on  the  Rayne  and  Panfield  Scheme  was  commenced  in  June  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  considerable  progress  had  been  made.  The  completion  of  this 
Scheme  will  result  in  the  abatement  of  a number  of  serious  pollution  problems  by 
the  abandonment  of  numerous  septic  tanks,  cesspools,  etc. 

The  Local  Investigation  into  the  Great  Saling  and  Shalford  Scheme  was  held  in 
July  and  outline  approval  obtained.  It  should  be  possible  to  prepare  the  necessary 
documents,  obtain  tenders  and  commence  the  Contract  in  1970. 

All  necessary  documents  for  the  Coggeshall-Kelvedon  Scheme  were  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  late  in  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  a Local  Investigation  will  be 
held  early  in  1970.  Meanwhile  embargoes  on  future  development  involving 
discharges  of  additional  sewage  continue  to  exist  in  these  parishes. 

The  Scheme  for  Bradwell  and  Stisted  is  still  subject  to  agreement  on  the 
acquisition  of  the  Treatment  Works  Site  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  conclude 
this  matter  so  that  the  Scheme  may  be  submitted. 

The  preparation  of  details  for  a new  works  at  White  Notley  has  made  some 
progress  by  obtaining  some  technical  staff  and  final  details  of  these  schemes 
should  be  completed  early  in  1970. 

It  must  be  strongly  emphasised  that  the  provision  of  the  above  Schemes  are  a 
matter  of  great  importance.  There  are  many  cases  of  pollution  and  insanitary 
conditions  which  can  only  be  cured  by  the  provision  of  proper  main  drainage 
facilities.  Reference  must  now  be  made  to  the  smaller  remaining  areas  such  as 
Jaspers  Green,  Blackmore  End  and  Fairstead,  etc.  where  the  provision  of  main 
drainage  facilities  are  also  important,  and  the  preparation  of  outline  Schemes 
should  be  commenced  in  these  cases. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  the  various  works  is  as  follows: - 
Coggeshall  and  Kelvedon 

These  works  continue  to  operate  in  a grossly  overloaded  state  and  with  ever 
increasing  maintenance  problems. 

The  pumping  stations  also  which  serve  the  works  are  only  maintained  in 
running  order  by  constant  attention  and  continued  expense  in  repairing  and 
replacing  old  obsolete  equipment. 

Flooding  of  the  pump  chambers  occurs  in  times  of  rain  due  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  equipment. 

Hatfield  Peverel  and  Terling 

These  new  works  and  associated  pumping  station  were  only  completed  in  1968 
and  despite  some  quantity  of  storm  water  entering  the  old  sewers  they  operate 
very  well. 

Further  efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  trace  and  cut  off  the  major 
surface  water  connections. 

Wethersfield 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  continued  satisfactory  operation  of  both  Civilian  and  Air 
Ministry  sections  of  this  work.  Several  small  discharges  of  oil  were  noted  from 
R.A.F.  Station,  Wethersfield,  during  the  year. 

White  Notley 

There  is  little  further  to  report  on  these  works,  gross  overloading  continues  and 
every  effort  is  made  to  produce  a satisfactory  effluent. 

The  only  permanent  solution  is  the  provision  of  a new  works  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  White  Notley  Sewage  Pumping  Station  which  was  refitted  some  years  ago 
continues  to  operate  very  well. 

Cornish  Hall  End 

This  small  extended  aeration  plant  continues  to  operate  very  well,  producing 
satisfactory  effluents. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Collection  of  Domestic  Refuse 

There  is  nothing  of  special  importance  to  report  regarding  this  service,  which 
continued  to  be  well  maintained,  and  I trust,  giving  satisfaction  to  householders  in 
the  District.  Problems  created  by  holidays  and  sickness  were  a little  more 
apparent  during  1969  and  further  thought  may  have  to  be  given  to  this  particular 
aspect  in  the  not-too-distant  future.  At  present,  staffing  is  only  just  sufficient  and 
there  is  no  provision  for  contingencies. 

The  Council  gave  further  support  during  the  year  to  additional  areas  being 
dealt  with  by  the  bin-liner  system  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  method  of  collection 
can  be  extended  to  serve  a greater  part  of  the  District. 

No  new  vehicles  were  acquired  during  the  year. 

Trade  Refuse 

The  number  of  bins  collected  was  89  per  week  from  39  premises  giving  an  annual 
income  of  £222: 10:0d. 

Disposal  of  Refuse 

Another  year  gone  and  the  Council  still  does  not  possess  its  own  refuse  disposal 
pit!  Kad  it  not  been  for  the  patience  and  understanding  of  our  neighbours,  the 
Braintree  and  Booking  Urban  District  Council,  who  continued  to  accept  refuse 
from  the  Rural  District  at  their  Straits  Mill  tip,  one  wonders  just  how  great  a 
problem  the  situation  could  have  become. 

However,  just  before  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  positive  indications  that 
the  acquisition  of  the  land  at  Shalford  for  tipping  purposes  might  be  finalized 
early  in  1970  and  with  this  in  mind  investigations  into  the  most  suitable  type  of 
machinery  to  be  acquired,  were  instituted. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

91  visits  were  made  following  observations  or  information  received  in  connection 
with  abandoned  motor  vehicles.  As  a result  of  these  visits  15  vehicles  were 
removed  for  disposal  for  scrap  at  a cost  to  the  Council  of  £30.  £10  of  this  was 
recovered  from  offending  owners.  No  prosecutions  were  taken  under  the  Act. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


1969 

Housing  Inspections  52 

Revisits  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress  1 26 

Visits  and  inspections  re.  Improvement  Grants  276 

Visits  to  premises  and  interviews  with  owners,  builders,  etc.  88 

Visits  re.  Council  House  applications  and  exchanges  357 

Visits  and  inspections  prior  to  removals  to  Council  Houses  145 

Visits  and  inspections  following  rent  arrears  and  Notices  to  Quit  1 26 

Visits  re.  overcrowding  and  permitted  numbers  6 

Visits  to  Old  Persons  Flatlets  149 

Visits  re.  Garage  Allocations  34 

Visits  to  investigate  Complaints  298 

Notifiable  Disease  enquiries  13 

Infestations  by  insect  pests  13 

Infestations  by  Rats  and  Mice  3 

Visits  to  premises  re.  Water  Supplies  6 

Visits  to  waterworks  and  Public  Pumps  2 

Water  Samples  taken  86 

Visits  to  premises  re.  drainage  to  sewer  73 

Drains  inspected  and  tested  30 

Refuse  Collection  181 

Sewage  Works  18 

Inspection  of  Swimming  Pools  (Samples  Taken)  12 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960  18 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  1 

Abandoned  Cars  91 

Inspections  ref.  Atmospheric  Pollution  1 

Refuse  Tips  Controlled  38 

Refuse  Dumps  13 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  1 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956  3 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  1 

Inspections  of  Cafes  43 

Inspections  of  Butchers’  Shops  52 

Inspection  of  Public  Houses  25 

Inspections  of  Canteens  including  Schools  27 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  36 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  4 

Inspections  of  Dairies  2 

Inspections  of  Shops  84 

Inspections  of  Grocery  Shops  5 

Inspections  of  Fish  Shops  5 

Inspections  and  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  860 

Inspections  of  Knacker’s  Yard  22 

Inspections  Power  (Factories  Act,  1961)  6 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  37 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963  5 

Licencing  Act,  1961  1 

Waste  Foods  Order  3 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections  314 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Routine  inspections  under  this  Act  have  continued  during  the  year  and  most 
premises  have  been  or  are  now  being  brought  up  to  the  required  standard.  It  was 
not  found  necessary  to  resort  to  any  formal  action  to  ensure  compliance. 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Details  are  given  on  page  2 1 of  the  numbers  and  types  of  premises  registered, 
together  with  the  number  of  persons  employed  therein  and  inspections  carried 
out  by  the  Department. 

Movable  Dwellings 

No  new  site  licences  were  issued  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960,  during  the  year,  the  number  continuing  to  be  licenced 
being  10. 

No  problems  arose  with  regard  to  any  of  the  sites. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement 

There  is  little  to  report  here.  Complaints  were  few  in  number  and  again  related  in 
the  main  to  one  particular  premises,  which  has  been  the  source  of  some  trouble 
over  a number  of  years.  Unfortunately  there  is  no  simple  remedy  in  this  instance. 

Vermin  Infestation 

Little  action  was  necessary  with  regard  to  vermin. 

Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  registered  under  this  Act  in  the  District  and  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  no  persons  are  operating  in  contravention  of  the  Act. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  Rural  District. 

Rodent  Control 

This  service  again  followed  the  usual  pattern  with  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  to 
comment  upon.  The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  two  Rodent 
Operators  were  780  non-agricultural  premises  with  456  infested  with  rats  and  78 
mice;  and  148  agricultural  premises,  129  of  which  were  infested  by  rats  and  73  by 
mice. 

Factories 

As  in  other  years  information  regarding  premises  falling  within  the  scope  of  the 
Factories  Act  and  of  inspections  made  and  action  (if  any)  taken  is  given  in  tabular 
form  and  will  be  found  on  page  22 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
Details  of  Premises,  etc. 


21 


FACTORIES’  ACT,  1961 

Particulars  of  the  premises  registered  by  the  Council  under  the  Factories 
Act,  1961,  and  of  the  inspections  made  are  to  be  found  as  follows; - 
(1)  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 

tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

55 

6 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 

premises) 

Total 

59 

6 

- 

- 

(II)  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found:- 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were 

Number  of 

cases  in 

Referred 

which 

prosecu- 

Particulars 

13 

c 

tions 

ss 

By  H.M. 

were 

O 

iu 

E 

• tj 

X 

Inspec- 

instituted 

OC 

o & 

tor 

c 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 



_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 



(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22 


(Sections  133  and  134) 
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HOUSING 


The  number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  in  the  District  during 
1969  was  an  increase  of  34  on  the  previous  year’s  figure. 


Details  are  as  follow^" - 
New  Council  Houses,  Flats  and  Flatlets 
Private  Enterprise  Houses 
Conversion  of  other  buildings 

Less;  Five  cases  of  reconditioning  where 

units  of  accommodation  were  reduced 
Number  of  dwellings  lost 
Number  of  properties  demolished 


18 

241 

2 261 


6 

12  18 


243 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  535  outstanding  applications  for  housing 
accommodation  a decrease  of  25  on  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  the  total 
known  to  be  in  genuine  and  urgent  need  for  re-housing  is  comparatively  low  i.e. 
about  20%. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  completed  18  units  of  accommodation  which 
was  an  increase  on  1968.  The  housing  programme  for  1969  allowed  for  a further 
75  units.  The  Hatfield  Peverel  Central  Redevelopment  Scheme  involving  about 
another  51  units  was  still  under  consideration. 

The  18  new  units  produced  were  at  Black  Notley  and  Phase  II  Fabians 
Farm  Estate,  Coggeshall. 

On  the  Robins  Bridge  Road  Area  at  Coggeshall  negotiations  were  still 
pending  for  some  remaining  property. 

80  dwellings  were  modernised  to  varying  degrees  and  of  these  41  received 
assistance  from  the  Council  by  way  of  either  a Discretionary  or  Standard 
Improvement  Grant. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  made  during  the  year. 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 
House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

Housing  Acts  1961/1964. 

Figures  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1969:  — 


Discretionary 

Standard 

Grant  Schemes 

Grant  Schemes 

(a)  Number  of  Applications  received 

19 

14 

(b)  Number  of  Applications  approved  by  Council 

(c)  Number  of  Improved  dwellings  resulting  from 

19 

10 

works  at  (b). 

28 

10 

(d)  Number  of  Improved  dwellings  completed 

17 

24 

(e)  Total  amount  involved  in  Grants  approved 

£12.441 

£1,871 

(f)  Actual  amount  paid  in  respect  of  the  £ 14,3 1 2 

Standard  Grant  Schemes  completed  at  (d)  £4,536.  9.  Od. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply  and  Dailies 

Eleven  distributors  and  one  dairy  remain  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations. 

All  licences  for  Designated  Milks  are  dealt  with  by  the  Essex  County 
Council. 

No  complaints  regarding  dirty  milk  bottles  or  other  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  received  during  the  year. 

Brucella  Abortus 

There  were  no  fresh  cases  of  Brucellosis  notified  as  a result  of  samples  of  milk 
taken  by  the  Essex  County  Council. 

Ice  Qeam  Premises 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  a 
freezing  medium  for  use  in  transit. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  usual  tabular  information  on  this  important  public  health  service  is  given  on 
the  next  page.  There  were  slightly  fewer  animals  killed;  the  total  quantity  of  meat 
condemned  was  down;  but  the  percentage  of  animals  affected  by  some  disease  or 
condition  (other  than  tuberculosis  or  cysticerci)  showed  a distinct  increase.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  once  again  no  beef  animal  was  found  to  be  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  and  the  percentage  of  pigs  so  affected  was  about  half  that  of  the 
previous  year.  Also  no  carcase  was  found  to  be  affected  by  Cysticercosis. 

100%  inspection  of  all  animals  killed  as  required  by  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations,  1963  was  maintained,  and  few  difficulties  were  encountered 
regarding  hours  of  slaughter  either  by  the  Inspectors  or  the  occupiers. 

Routine  visits  to  slaughterhouses  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  were  made  as  other  duties  permitted,  and  the 
comments  apart  from  minor  details  were  most  favourable.  Once  again  full  use 
was  made  of  the  laboratory  facilities  available  for  the  identification  of  unusual 
specimens 


47  tins  of  Meat 

10  tins  of  Vegetables 

101  lbs  of  Meat 

21  lbs  of  Fish 

472  Loaves  of  Bread 

1,106  packets  of  Frozen  Foods 

13  tins  of  Spaghetti  Bolognese 


39  tins  of  Fruit 

14  tins  of  Fruit  Juice 

7914  lbs  of  Poultry 

84  lbs  of  Vegetables 

2,339  items  of  Confectionery 

36  tins  of  Spaghetti  & Meat  Balls 

7 lbs  of  Almonds. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

During  the  year  there  were  few  complaints  received  regarding  the  unfitness  of 
articles  of  food,  but  where  these  were  received  they  were  very  thoroughly 
investigated  either  within  the  District  or  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Authority 
concerned. 

In  no  case  was  it  deemed  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

A table  showing  the  number  of  premises  of  different  types  falling  within  the 
scope  of  these  regulations  and  giving  certain  additional  information  as  required  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  is  set  out  below. 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  continued  to  be  carried  out  with 
emphasis  on  those  premises  where  open  food  is  sold. 

In  addition  to  the  butcher’s  meat  previously  detailed  the  following  foods 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption:  — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle  Sheep 


excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed  and  In- 

2,769 

150 

284 

3,276 

10,324 

6 

spected 

All  diseases  except  Tu- 
berculosis and  Cysti- 
cerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 

11 

34 

33 

. 4 

33 

demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 

710 

85 

83 

136 

1,277 

5 

demned 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

26% 

79.33% 

40.84% 

4.27% 

12.69% 

83.33% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

81 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 









0.78% 



Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger- 
ation 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Beef 

27,781  lbs 


Total 

Pork 

11,102  lbs 


quantities  of  Meat  condemned 

Veal  Mutton  Horse  Flesh 

2,531  lbs  516  lbs  100  lbs 


Total 
42,030  lbs 


Other 

Anim^ 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  I960 


Number  of  premises  in  District 


1.  Bakeries  

2.  Butchers  

3.  Catering  Establishments 

4.  Ice  Cream  

5.  Grocery  and  General  Stores 


7 

16 

40 

4 

65 


6.  Public  Houses 



63 

Complying  with 
Regulation  16 
(1) 

Regulation  19 
Applicable 
(2) 

■ 

Complying  with 
Regulation  19 

Bakeries 

7 . 

7 

7 

Butchers 

14 

16 

14 

Catering 

Establishments 

38 

40 

40 

Ice  Cream 

4 

1 

1 

Grocery  and 

General  Stores 

54 

60 

57 

Public  Houses 

60 

61 

61 

(1)  Provision  of  wash  hand  basin  with  hot  and  cold  running  water 

(2)  Provision  of  sink  with  hot  and  cold  running  water. 
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